
Topic: English literature



I. Aims



1) To present well-known English writers.

2) To encourage students to read classical novels.

3) To introduce fragments of classical English literature.

4) To arouse interest in reading.

5) To improve reading for main and specific ideas.



II. Skills



1) Student knows the most popular English writers.

2) Student has mastered reading for general and specific ideas.

3) Student is able to present short biographies in speaking.



III. Methods/techniques



1) Working in pairs.

2) Individual work with a text.

3) Working in groups.



IV. Teaching aids/equipment



1) blackboard;

2) fragments of biographies of Ch. Bronte, Ch. Dickens, A. Conan Doyle, A. Christie;

3) fragments of novels of the above-mentioned writers;

4) sheets of paper.



V. Target group



1) Age 14 to 15, gymnasium (class II).



VI. Stages of the lesson



1) Warm-up

a) Teacher greets the class and checks the attendance.

b) Teacher starts discussion on books and reading in general. To stimulate the students you can play some music from well-known movies like: “Hercule Poirot” or “Sherlock Homes”.

c) Teacher asks some questions:

· Who likes reading?

· What was the last book you have read?

· Who is your favourite author?

· Do you find reading exciting?

· What is the title of your favourite book?

· Teacher divides the class into groups of four or three.



2) Main stage

a) The teacher hands out clean sheets of paper, one for each group, and asks the students to write as many names of English authors as they can. Later the teacher sticks the sheets with the names of writers and fragments of the their biographies (the writer’s names and the biographies need to be written on separate pieces of paper and shouldn’t be too long, giving only basic information, and they must contain the titles of the best known novels) on the blackboard or a wall. The teacher can choose one of the following options:

· Option A – stick the papers on the blackboard;

· Option B – stick the papers on the wall around the classroom (the students will have to move, which makes them more relaxed);

· Option C – stick the papers on the walls of the school’s main hall (the students will not only have to move but they will also be excited to walk the hall during the lesson).

b) When the students have finished writing, the teacher elicits the names of the authors and writes them on the blackboard. Control the names (you need only British writers, so eliminate non-British ones). Make sure to elicit the four names (Conan Doyle, Christie, Dickens, Bronte). If your students don’t give you the exact names, try to drop a hint by giving examples of characteristic features or the names of their heroes.

c) When you get the four names, ask the students to match the names of the authors with information of their lives. Students have to read the information they had prepared ( e.g.: they go around the classroom and read all the information they can see on the walls to find the answers). The first group to find all the information gets two pluses.

d) Ask your students to read out the authors’ names and their biographies. Choose one person from each group. When they finish, ask them to make a chart like this in their notebooks ( show example on the blackboard):





e) While they are writing, stick next sheets of paper with fragments of novels (choose  characteristic ones, with names of the main heroes).

f) Ask your students to combine fragments of the novels with the titles of the books. The group which does this exercise first should get the highest mark.

g) When students finish, choose one person from each group to read the fragments and ask the rest of the class to guess where the fragment comes from. The students are supposed to give you the title of the novel. Reward each correct answer.



3) Final stage

a) Ask the students to make another chart:





b) Ask the students to name the writers that seem particularly interesting for them. It would be good if they were able to justify the choice.

c) Homework – make a graphic project for the cover of one of the books presented during the lesson (for volunteers).
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VIII. Appendices



1) Fragments of biographies (suggested)

a) The most widely read of the Victorian novelist. Born in 1812 in Portsmouth. First worked as a clerk in solicitor’s office, then as a reporter of Parliamentary debates. The most popular novels: “Oliver Twist”, “The Christmas Books”, „David Copperfield”.
[Ch. Dickens]

b) He is best known as a   creator of a brilliant amateur sleuth. Born in Edinburgh in 1859. Degree in medicine. The inventor of deductive methods of solving mysteries. The most popular: ”The Adventures of Sherlock homes”.
[A. Conan Doyle]

c) The most distinguished woman writer in the XIX century. Daughter of a parish priest. She had two sisters – also writers. Used to write under pseudonymous in order no to be improper. The greatest literary achievements: ”Jane Eyre” – a story about the life of a sensitive governess and her love to her master.
[Ch. Bronte]

d) Accomplished woman writer of 20th century in Great Britain and nearly all over the world. The creator of a famous, pedantic Belgian detective. In 1926 disappeared for eleven days and nobody knows what happed with her during that time. Best known novels: ”And Then There Were None. (Ten Little Niggers), A.B.C.
[A. Christie]



IX. Time

45 minutes



Name of the author�
Name of the book�
Time he/she lived�
Interesting facts�
�
Charles Dickens�
�
�
�
�
Charlotte Bronte�
�
�
�
�
Arthur Conan Doyle�
�
�
�
�
Agatha Christie�
�
�
�
�



Name of the writer�
Title�
Hero�
Plot�
�
Charles Dickens�
“The Christmas Books”�
Mr Scrooge�
Ghosts haunt Scrooge changing his attitude to life�
�
Charlotte Bronte�
“Jane Eyre”�
Jane Eyre�
History of dramatic love�
�
Arthur Conan Doyle�
“The Hound of The Baskervilles”�
Sherlock Holmes�
Mysteries and secrets solved by genius S. Holmes and his friend dr. Watson�
�
Agatha Christie�
“Mystery of the Blue train.”( or any other story with H. Poirot)�
Hercule Poirot�
Mysteries and secrets solved by another genius H. Poirot�
�






